Pathophysiology and prognosis of sudden deafness with special reference to the N1 latency.
Electrocochleography (ECochG) was performed in 84 patients with sudden deafness which were classified into 3 groups according to the ECochG findings, i.e. the unchanged N1 latency, the prolonged N1 latency and the absence of N1 response. The cause of hearing loss in the first group was thought to be strial, postsynaptic or mild cochlear damage and that in the second to be vascular, sensory or neural damage. The first group showed a better prognosis than those of the other two.